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Southeast Asia lies within the world’s hotspot for marine biodiversity, and yet
the knowledge of the species in Hong Kong is sparse and fragmented across
different research groups. While it is known that there is a rich marine
biodiversity this information is difficult to access and held in small, specialised
archives. To address this knowledge gap this project will collate past and
current data sets, joining them together to create a quality-assured and globally
standardised format which can be used for future collation and assessment of
Hong Kong’s marine biodiversity. This database will include a diverse
variety of information, from species names (linked to the World Registry of
Marine Species); locations; references cited; pictures and links to DNA
Barcodes etc to provide a holistic source of information which can be accessed
at different levels of priority; including members of the general public, schools,
NGOs, government departments and scientific experts. As such this project
will contribute to various levels of Hong Kong society, as well as the HKSAR
Government’s Biodiversity Strategy Action Plan (BSAP) and developing
Hong Kong Biodiversity Information Hub (BIH).
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