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Purpose 
 
 This paper seeks Members’ approval to fund the captioned 
application for ECF made by the Hong Kong Polytechnic University 
(PolyU). 
 
Background 
 
2. The funding requested by this project is $150,000 with 
$120,000 for the salaries of a research assistant and the remaining $30,000 
for laboratory equipment, chemical and fish collection, poster production 
and distribution and conference presentation.  The project is expected to 
last for 10 months.  
 
3. In accordance with the proposal, the purposes of the study are 
as follows: 

 To identify the current puffer (河魨魚 ) fish resources 

available in Hong Kong waters and determine their toxicities 
 To explore the edibility of the local puffer fish as compared 

with those puffer fish fillets imported from Japan and served 
in local restaurants. 

 To extract and purify the toxins from toxic species and study 
their applications as a pain killer, local anaesthesia and 
neurophysiological research tool 

 
4. AFCD, EPD and FEHD have assisted to examine the proposal.  
Both AFCD and EPD considered that the applicant did not provide 
sufficient details in respect of the species of puffer fish to be studied and 
the methodology to be employed in the project, they were not able to 
comment on the support worthiness of the proposal.  FEHD opined that 
puffer fish is viewed as a high risk food item and is normally treated as 
unfit for human consumption, especially those locally captured puffer fish.  
Unless the products had obtained an internationally recognized health 
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certificate of its proper handling, FEHD usually prohibit the import of 
frozen puffer fish.  FEHD considered the project has a low practical value 
and worthiness of support is not high. 
 
 
Advice sought 
 
5. Members are invited to advise whether the application for 
ECF should be supported with an approved grant of $150,000 as detailed 
in paragraphs 2 and 3 above. 
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